A man aged fifty mangled his non-dominant left hand in a spinning machine ( Fig.  1 ).
At the time of primary operation the condition of the hand was as follows. The thumb had been severed through the base of the proximal phalanx. Over the next few months the bone united (Fig. 3) . 
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The end result.
Function gradually improved; the pollicised "thumb" could be brought into opposition to meet the stumps of the little and ring fingers (Fig. 4) . Power and grip of the hand were good. 
